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VALE DENNIS
Our farewell to Dennis, 5 December 2021

The CPG team is mourning the loss of Dennis Anderson. Dennis 
joined CPG as Vice President in 2018 and took on the role of 
President in 2019 replacing Dr Eleonora Gullone, the founder of 
CPG.

As with many greyhound advocates and activists, Dennis became 
involved after investigating the story of his beloved rescue 
greyhound Comet. As he mentioned in an article he wrote for CPG's 
Greyhound Life Matters in 2019, his research into Comet's history 
revealed an industry guilty of "corruption and criminality on an 
industrial scale". His horror was compounded when he discovered 
that Comet's sire, Lochinvar Marlow, was exported to the 
Canidrome hellhole in Macau where he died. Dennis vowed that he 
would "do my best as long as I can to save these wonderful dogs.” 
And he certainly did.

Dennis brought a wealth of experience to his role as President 
including management, diplomatic, research, and analytical skills 
developed during his many years in the air force. During his time 
with CPG he became a trusted and respected media spokesperson, 
appeared before parliamentary commissions and spoke compellingly 
at greyhound protests. Dennis had just the right sort of leadership 
qualities for a passionate team of animal advocates, he was kind, 
courteous, fearless and funny.

At heart Dennis was all about collaboration. CPG continued to grow 
under his leadership, both within the team and in the way we 
partnered with other groups to achieve our aims. He worked with 
greyhound rescues and welfare groups including Animal Liberation, 
GREY2KUSA, Let Greyhounds Run Free, Free the Hounds, and 
engaged with politicians across the spectrum.

Dennis was passionately committed to banning greyhound racing 
and protecting greyhound lives until that happens.

CPG will continue his fight until there is no greyhound racing 
industry in Australia.

Our thoughts are with his family and friends and we send them our 
deepest condolences.

From everyone at the Coalition for the Protection of Greyhounds



“The purpose of human life is to 
serve, and to show compassion 
and the will to help others.”
Albert Schweizer
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ANIMAL LIBERATION



Awful news, so terribly sad. Such a 

lovely, kind man who was a wealth of 

inspiration, information and 

dedication in our ongoing mission to 

end the racing industry for our 

beloved greyhounds.

Annie Hendley, Director, CPG
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Dennis was an absolute powerhouse – an

extraordinary and passionate man who was

such an effective advocate for the greyhounds.

He will be so missed, but the work he has done

will live on.

Abigail and I would like to move a condolence motion when Parliament 

resumes in February, to honour Dennis and his incredible work.

Alysha Hardy, Office of Abigail Boyd, Greens Member of the NSW Legislative Council

Before I introduce our witnesses, I would like to 

express my sorrow and deepest sympathies to 

the Coalition for the Protection of Greyhounds in 

relation to the recent passing of Dennis 

Anderson. He was a voice for the voiceless. He 

has gone but is not forgotten.

Abigail Boyd, Greens MP, NSW 

Abigail Boyd with CPG team member Tiny.Select Committee on the Greyhound Welfare 

and Integrity Commission where Dennis was due 

to appear on 6 December 2021
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I It was an honour to

be led by Dennis,

a tireless advocate for 

greyhound welfare 

and an inspiration.

He will be sorely missed, yet the 

legacy he has created in greyhound 

welfare lives on forever. Vale, Dennis.
Natasha Langridge, Director, CPG
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Dennis' inspiring work for greyhounds is what 

drew me to CPG, along with the adoption of 

my own beautiful brindle Sal, who has been 

the best greyhound foster sister ever.

I believe the collaborative relationships he 

worked tirelessly to develop are what is 

needed to end the suffering and exploitation 

of these wonderful dogs.

Steph Tapply, Researcher, CPG



Anyone who met Dennis would feel the warmth, 
kindness and quiet strength that emanated from him, 
much like a gentle greyhound.
Mark Pearson MP, Animal Justice Party
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Dennis was so lovely, I really 

admired him and thought he 

was a wonderful person and 

leader. Really thought the world 

of him. What a legacy to leave 

and a champion for greyhounds. 

Rest In Peace dear Dennis.

Jessica Paul, IT Manager, with 

CPG team members Michel and 

Puddles
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This has stopped me in my tracks. Truly devastating 

news, personally and for all who fight for basic 

animal rights to be afforded to these beautiful and 

gentle greyhounds. I am truly devastated; what a 

great man; what a loss.

Erika Wadlow-Smith and

Whisper (the inappropriately

named greyhound)



picture

@soda.poppy.belle

A number of you may have seen we lost an amazing and inspiring 

greyhound welfare activist today, Dennis Anderson.

Our account wishes everyone who knew Dennis personally their 

condolences, as we know he will be greeted famously in the next 

life by so many of the greyhounds he fought for who died in the 
industry. ❤️

Soda, Poppy & Belle
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Vale Dennis – when this awful industry is 
finally shut down, yours will be a name we 
will all remember.

Dennis was a true fighter for

the greyhounds and I am

honoured to have had the

opportunity to work by his side.

His valiant, courageous determination aiming for 

a world where greyhounds can live free will serve 

as an ongoing inspiration for us all, until his dream 

is a reality.

Belinda Oppenheimer, Veterinary Adviser, CPG

(seconded by the beautiful Zenith)



GREY2K USA WORLDWIDE

13

I am heartbroken to hear this terrible news about Dennis. 
He let me know how sick he was and to have no hope, 
but of course I did. Please accept sincere condolences 
from me and Carey and also from Jeroen, whom you may 
know as our Australian board member. With love.

Christine Dorchak, President, GREY2K USA WORLDWIDE

This is such a loss. It was an
honor to know Dennis, and I am
awe of how much he contributed
to the fight for greyhounds.

Carey Theil, Executive Director, GREY2K USA Worldwide

Christine
with Brooklyn

Carey with Gina



Farewell to my colleague

and friend, Dennis. Not only 

have the greyhounds lost

a strong and passionate 

advocate, but the world

has lost a kind and 

compassionate soul. 

It was wonderful working

with Dennis at the Coalition

for the Protection of 

Greyhounds, specifically

on our eMagazine

Greyhound Life Matters. 

Dennis was always funny, kind, and 

supportive, and his passion for righting the 

wrongs of the Greyhound racing industry 

was inspirational.

Rest in peace, dear friend.

Dr Victoria Sublette, CPG



Dennis brought such a wealth of skills and 

experience to his crusade against 

greyhound racing. He was fearless in his 

defence of greyhounds and longed for 

them to be free from exploitation with all 

his heart.

And he extended this compassion and 

generosity to people as well. His ability to 

listen and respond thoughtfully was 

evident every time you spoke to him. 

There was such strength in Dennis but very 

little ego. He was a very good man and 

we, and the greyhounds, could ill afford to 

lose him. 

Love you Dennis, rest in peace.

Madeline Burton, Website and Social 

Media Manager, CPG

John Papanidis, PR Manager, CPG

Alfie & Max, greyhound cheerleaders

“On behalf of the Commission I also wanted to 

pass on my condolences to the Coalition in 

relation to Dennis’ passing.

We were all saddened to hear of his passing. I 

had many meetings and discussions with Dennis 

and he was always a pleasure to deal with.

Dennis was effective in his pursuit of the highest 

standards of welfare for greyhounds across 

Australia and has left behind a lasting legacy.

Could you please pass on our condolences to 

Dennis’ family.”

Steve Griffin, 

Chief Executive Officer

Farewell

dearest

Dennis



Click icon to add picture

Dennis was an extraordinary champion of greyhounds, and a

beautiful human being whose voice and work have helped

these greyhounds more than he will ever know. He will always

be remembered and his work will live on.

Julia Cockram, Behaviour/Foster Co Ordinator, Gumtree Greys

and CPG team member

Henry bids Dennis a fond greyhound farewell

Vale dear Dennis

A beautiful soul. You were, and will continue to 

be, a great inspiration to all of us. Thank you for 

your tireless advocacy for the greyhounds.

With heartfelt thanks and love.

RIP dear man.

Fran Chambers, Let Greyhounds Run Free.
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Vale Dennis Anderson.

Our thoughts are with Dennis’ family, friends and the Coalition for the 

Protection of Greyhounds team. A strong and compassionate greyhound 

welfare activist was taken too soon, leaving a legacy of activism behind. 

Thank you for your relentless fight. We know you will be greeted warmly by so 

many greyhounds over the rainbow bridge. 

The team at Free the Hounds have always looked up to Dennis in our activism, 

hoping to do as he did and inspire others to be the voice for greyhounds. 

Many greyhounds are alive and in loving families today because of his fights. 

When Free the Hounds end greyhound racing in WA, we will have the help 

and advice Dennis provided us to thank. We will continue his legacy and 

honour all his research and hard work. We know Dennis are cheering us all on 

from above. 

Rest peacefully, Dennis. 

With love, the Free the Hounds team



It was a true privilege to be replaced as president of the 

CPG by Dennis. From the very first conversation I had with 

him, it was clear that he was a no nonsense guy with a 

giant heart. Having recently retired, he had become 

aware of the cruelty and corruption within the greyhound 

racing industry.

He wasted no time in leaping to action. He was not 

involved with the CPG very long when I asked him to take 

the top job. He did not hesitate. I knew that the industry 

would not know what was about to hit it. It was not long 

before he was making detailed submissions, fronting the 

media, organizing rallies, and meeting top officials in the 

industry as well as Members of Parliament.

It is a major tragedy that his life was cut short so quickly.

I was informed in December that Dennis was gravely ill 

and that he would not see Christmas. That was indeed 

what came to pass. Poor Comet has lost his best friend 

and protector and so have all of the greyhounds who 

continue to be exploited by this blatantly exploitative 

and cruel industry – in relation to dogs and humans alike 

(with Australia leading the world in gambling addiction).

But for those spiritually minded among us, I believe that 

Dennis, having crossed the rainbow bridge and having 

become united with the hundreds of thousands of 

greyhound spirits exploited by the industry, will continue 

his mission to end the industry. Indeed, he will do so 

perhaps even more powerfully now than when in human 

form.

Rest quietly and feel his energy. I’m sure the greyhounds 

can.

Eleonora Gullone

Founder of the Coalition for the Protection of Greyhounds

Image courtesy of the wonderful Nellie Doodles 
https://etsy.com/au/shop/NellieDoodles



DENNIS IS PICTURED WITH CPG TEAM 

MEMBER LEO, ALSO FAREWELLED WITH 

LOVE IN 2021

“I will certainly do my best as 
long as I can to save these 
wonderful dogs”

The CPG team mourn an 
inspirational leader and a 
dear friend. 

REST IN PEACE


