The Government-funded racing industry
Timing

Map

VIC

Industry

Amount $

Reason

Sources

Additional comments

Note:
1. The Map column indicates whether the item is displayed on the CPG online funding map or was used as background in the preparation of the map.
2. The Industry column indicates which racing industry received the government funding: Greyhound (G), Harness (H) or Thoroughbred (T).
3. The information in this spreadsheet was sourced from publicly available material and is correct to the best of our knowledge.
2018 - 2022

Yes

GHT

72,000,000 In 2018, the Government announced that it would invest $72 million to
continue the Victorian Racing Industry Fund (VRIF) to provide certainty for
metropolitan, regional and country racing clubs by supporting projects and
race meetings that increase attendance and grow the industry from the
grass roots to elite level.

https://djpr.vic.gov.
au/__data/assets/pdf
_file/0011/1868888/
VRIF-ProgramGuidelines.pdf

https://www.
miragenews.
com/educationsupport-for-newgreyhound-racingcode/

Between November 2014 and December 2019, the Labor Government has
provided $11.5 million in grants to the greyhound racing industry through
the Victorian Racing Industry Fund, supporting more than 150 projects.

VRIF has historically been funded through the
return of on-course wagering taxes and unclaimed
wagering (totalisator) dividends to the industry.
Over the past eight years the amount of funding
available from those sources has declined. This is
due, in part, to a decrease in the wagering tax rate
in 2012 and the increase in account-based betting
(lower levels of unclaimed dividends)".
Labor has guaranteed that VRIF will remain at
$72m across the next four years regardless of any
future changes to the level of unclaimed dividends

Jun 2015-Jun 2018

Yes

GHT

72,000,000 The Andrews Labor Government bolstered the Victorian Racing Industry
https://www.martinpakula.com.au/mediaFund (VRIF), investing $86 million in racing and training venues across the releases/keeping-victorian-racing-strong/
State. The funding boost was confirmed as part of the 2015-16 Victorian
Budget, fulfilling the Labor Government’s election promise to renew the
VRIF for a further four years. It includes $72 million in new funding, and
$14 million unspent since the fund commenced.

May 2020

Yes

GHT

44,000,000 Of the $44m to be allocated by the Victorian Government to racing under
the heading 'Experience Economy Survival Package', thoroughbred racing
will receive $16.6m, with harness racing and greyhound racing sharing in
the remainder.

December 2019

Yes

G

1,000,000 Minister for Racing Martin Pakula today announced that the Government
would invest $1 million to provide practical support to help participants
comply with the Code of Practice for the Keeping of Racing Greyhounds.

https://www.racing.
com/news/2020-0513/rsn-44m-packageassures-rv-stakes

https://www.theage.
com.
au/national/victoria/h
orses-take-lion-sshare-of-150mboost-for-state-ssport-and-arts20200512-p54sb8.
html

https://www.nationaltribune.com.
au/education-support-for-new-greyhoundracing-code/

Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) has matched the grant, taking the total
introduction package to $2 million.
May 2020

Background

G

3,400,000 COVID 19 economy boost. GRV will receive $3.4 million in State
Government funding to help secure the sport’s 4,000 jobs and sustain the
industry.

https://www.grv.org.
au/news/2020/05/15/greyhound-racingbenefits-from-victorian-governmentsupport-package/

August 2019

Background

G

1,000,000 The government would contribute $1 million for upgrades to be split
between Traralgon and Cranbourne greyhound racing clubs. The funding
will come from the Victorian Racing Industry Fund.

https://www.
latrobevalleyexpress.
com.
au/story/6322336/tra
ck-upgrade-toimprove-greyhoundwelfare-at-traralgon/

May 2020

Background

G

3,400,000 Covid 19 economy boost. GRV will receive $3.4 million in State
Government funding to help secure the sport’s 4,000 jobs and sustain the
industry.

https://www.grv.org.
au/news/2020/05/15/greyhound-racingbenefits-from-victorian-governmentsupport-package/

Part of the VRIF detailed above.

Jan 2019

Background

G

50,000 Minister for Agriculture Jaclyn Symes was in Seymour to announce the
Labor Government’s $50,000 grant for the Greyhound Adoption Centre
(GAP) which will see the centre completely refurbished.

https://www.theguardian.com/australianews/2018/aug/02/retired-racinggreyhounds-put-down-for-being-timidnoisy-or-hating-cats

GAPs around the country routinely euthanise
inappropriately and only take the dogs that are
'easy' to place.

Coalition for the Protection of Greyhounds
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Part of the Experience Economy Survival Package
detailed above.

https://www.grv.org. Part of the VRIF detailed above.
au/news/2019/08/08
/greyhound-racingon-track-for-returnto-traralgon/
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2018 - 2019 GRV annual
report

Background

Industry
G

Amount $

685,000 Warrnambool Greyhound Racing Club reopened on Thursday 27
September 2018 after a $1.4 million renovation, which included $685,000
provided through the Victorian Government’s Victorian Racing Industry
Fund. Page 17

Reason

Sources
https://www.grv.org.
au/wpcontent/uploads/201
9/10/grv_annual_rep
ort_2019.pdf

Additional comments

July 2018

Background

GHT

168,000 As part of a $168,000 joint funding package, the government is providing
more than $13,000 from its Victorian Racing Industry Fund towards the
three race meetings, along with almost $70,000 towards four
infrastructure upgrades.

https://www.grv.org.
au/news/2018/07/19/upgrades-forshepparton/

https://www.
standard.net.
au/story/5665588/ra
ce-tracks-milliondollar-new-lookvideo/

Part of the VRIF detailed above.

Part of the VRIF detailed above.

Upgrades will see two cooling units installed in the deck area overlooking
the home straight at Kialla Raceway, along with a new 32-inch television
screen ensuring patrons never miss the on-course action. The deck will be
upgraded in time for the 2018 Shepparton Cup.
July 2018

Background

G

105,000 The Andrews Labor Government is improving integrity and animal welfare https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/upgradesat the Warragul and District Greyhound Racing Club with the installation of for-warragul-greyhound-racing/
a new digital PA system and catching pen CCTV.

Part of the VRIF detailed above.

The Labor Government partnered with Greyhound Racing Victoria and the
club as part of a $105,000 joint funding package – to deliver the
infrastructure upgrades, as well as three community-themed race
meetings.
The Government is contributing almost $50,000 towards the series along
with the infrastructure upgrades.
The club is providing almost $18,000 for the race meetings, with
Greyhound Racing Victoria contributing more than $37,000 towards the
infrastructure projects.
2017 - 2018 GRV annual
report

Background

G

Oct 2018 if re-elected, which Background
they were

G

Jun 2015-Jun 2019

Background

G

Jul 2011-Jun 2015

Background

GHT

79,500,000 The Victorian Racing Industry Fund (VRIF) started in July 2011 and will
https://www.audit.vic.gov.au/report/racingoperate until June 2015. It gives grants for approved projects to
industry-grants-management?
controlling bodies, clubs and other racing industry bodies such as picnic
section=31081
racing clubs, generally with an equal contribution required of the applicant.
It is expected that funds available through VRIF will total $79.5 million
over four years.

Nov 2008-Sep 2012

Background

GHT

45,000,000 The Regional Racing Infrastructure Fund (RRIF) was announced in
https://www.audit.vic.gov.au/report/racingNovember 2008 and operated until September 2012. It also aimed to
industry-grants-management?
support controlling bodies' capital development projects. Controlling bodies section=31081
were required to contribute to each project and made an initial
commitment to RRIF of $41 million, almost matching the government's
commitment of $45 million.

Coalition for the Protection of Greyhounds

630,000 GRV invested $7.8 million in club infrastructure, maintenance and related
expenses during 2017-18, supported by another $630,000.
4,000,000 Pledging a $1 million boost to prizemoney, a $2 million upgrade training
facilities across Victoria, as well as an additional $1 million for track
upgrades to improve safety at Cranbourne and Traralgon, the Andrews
Government is committed to ensuring greyhound racing continues to
thrive in the state.

https://www.grv.org.au/wpPart of the VRIF detailed above.
content/uploads/2019/07/grv_annual_report
_2018.pdf
https://australianracinggreyhound.
com/news/victoria-set-for-4-millionandrews-government-windfall/94575/

Part of the VRIF detailed above.

72,000,000 The Andrews Labor Government will keep Victorian racing strong by
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/keepingbolstering the Victorian Racing Industry Fund (VRIF), investing $86 million victorian-racing-strong/
in racing and training venues across the State. The funding boost was
confirmed as part of the 2015-16 Victorian Budget, fulfilling the Labor
Government’s election promise to renew the VRIF for a further four years.
It includes $72 million in new funding, and $14 million unspent since the
fund commenced.
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Map

FY04/05-05/06

Background

Industry
GHT

11,500,000 From 2004–05 to 2005–06 compensation payments totalling $11.5 million
were paid to controlling bodies through the Racing Community
Development Fund. To increase the industry's accountability, and to
acknowledge the government's support, controlling bodies were required
to gain approval for project funding and to report on its use. The Racing
Community Development Fund supported areas such as breeding,
ownership, jockey welfare, education and training, safety, and promotion
of racing.

https://www.audit.vic.gov.au/report/racingindustry-grants-management?
section=31081

2001-2004

Background

GHT

12,000,000 The purpose of the direct funding was to compensate the racing industry
for income lost as a result of a levy on gaming machine profits. The racing
industry received a share of gaming machine profits from its joint venture
with Tabcorp.

https://www.audit.
vic.gov.
au/report/racingindustry-grantsmanagement?
section=31081

Coalition for the Protection of Greyhounds

Amount $

Reason

Sources
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Additional comments

https://www.
parliament.vic.gov.
au/file_uploads/2013
1128-RacingGrants_cZ5dGVhg.
pdf
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NSW
Industry Amount $

Reason

Sources

Additional comments

Note:
1. The Map column indicates whether the item is displayed on the CPG online funding map or was used as background in the preparation of the map.
2. The Industry column indicates which racing industry received the government funding: Greyhound (G), Harness (H) or Thoroughbred (T).
3. The information in this spreadsheet was sourced from publicly available material and is correct to the best of our knowledge.
June 2020

Yes

G

23,000,000 GRNSW has secured $23 million in funding for the next three years for
infrastructure for tracks throughout the State.

https://www.portnews.com.
au/story/6799450/dogs-day-out-tareegreyhound-club-holds-successful-first-tabmeeting/

2017

Yes

G

30,000,000 Greyhound Racing Capital Grants Program

https://www.grnsw.
com.
au/uploads/FINAL%
20GRNSW%
202019%20Annual%
20report.pdf

https://www.abc.net.
au/news/2017-0328/nsw-governmentgives-$40-million-togreyhoundindustry/8393482

2018

Yes

G

11,000,000 Establishment and funding of Greyhound Welfare and Integrity
Commission

https://www.
forbesadvocate.com.
au/story/5361817/no
-us-and-themgreyhound-welfareand-integritycommission-opensdoors/

https://www.
thegreyhoundrecorde
r.com.
au/news/grnsw-andgwic-on-collisioncourse-over-funding29681

July 2018

Yes

G

500,000 The New South Wales government is handing out $500,000 in taxpayers’
money to help fund the world’s richest greyhound race

June 2019

Yes

G

500,000 Second year of government funding to artificially inflate prize money of the https://www.smh.com.au/sport/politicalMillion Dollar Chase.
courage-gone-to-the-dogs-after-switch-ongreyhound-racing-20180801-p4zuy5.html

Sep 2019

Background

G

4,600,000 They say every dog has his day, and today it’s a greyhound, with Clarence
Nationals MP Chris Gulaptis announcing a major redevelopment of the
Grafton Greyhound track thanks to a $4.6 million investment from the
Nationals in the NSW Government.
The project is part of the NSW Nationals and Liberals Government’s $30
million, five-year Greyhound Racing Capital Grants Program to improve
safety and boost animal welfare standards at racetracks across the state.

May 2019

Background

G

50,000 Greyhounds racing at Taree Greyhound Racing Track can now cool off in
air-conditioned and insulated kennels thanks to a $50,000 grant from the
NSW Government.

Throughout 2017/18, Greyhound Racing NSW
worked with a number of clubs to develop business
cases to request early access to capital funds for
immediate remediation of animal welfare
infrastructure and track safety. GRNSW submitted
three business cases to the Minister for early access
to the capital funds in 2017/18:
• $762,570 for immediate remediation works to the
track surface and subsurface at Gosford;
• $480,051.27 for immediate remediation works to
address issues with the track surface at Gunnedah;
and
• $88,000 for immediate remediation works to the
Judge/Steward tower at Tamworth

https://www.theguardian.
com/sport/2018/jul/31/nsw-bankrollsworlds-richest-greyhound-race-two-yearsafter-trying-to-ban-industry

https://www.
nswnationals.org.
au/multi-milliondollar-upgrade-tografton-tracksecures-future-ofgreyhound-racing-inthe-clarence-valley/

https:
Part of the Greyhound Racing Capital Grants
//australianracinggre Program detailed above.
yhound.
com/news/nsw/grafto
n-greyhound-trackgets-4-6-millionupgrade/98365/

https://stephenbromhead.com.
Part of the Greyhound Racing Capital Grants
au/2019/05/cool-change-for-racing-dogs-at- Program detailed above.
taree-racetrack/

Minister for Better Regulation and Innovation, Hon Kevin Anderson MP,
said the funding is part of the NSW Government’s $30 million, five-year
program to upgrade greyhound racetracks across the State to make them
safer for racing dogs.
TBC

Background

G

July 2018

Background

G

Coalition for the Protection of Greyhounds

70,000 NSW gives $700,000 to greyhound industry, two years after aborted ban

https://www.theguardian.
Part of the Greyhound Racing Capital Grants
com/sport/2018/aug/24/nsw-gives-700000- Program detailed above.
to-greyhound-industry-two-years-afteraborted-ban

48,0000 $480,000 upgrade for Gunnedah greyhound racetrack
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.
Part of the Greyhound Racing Capital Grants
(part of 30M)
au/media/releases/2018/$480,000-upgrade- Program detailed above.
Further funding from the $30 million package will be announced during the for-gunnedah-greyhound-racetrack
year.
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July 2018

Background

NSW
Industry Amount $
G

Reason

Sources

76,2000 Greyhound racing will return to the Central Coast thanks to a $762,000
(part of 30M) upgrade of the Gosford greyhound track funded by the NSW Government.

Additional comments

https://www.industry.nsw.gov.
Part of the Greyhound Racing Capital Grants
au/media/releases/2018/$762000-upgrade- Program detailed above.
for-gosford-greyhound-racetrack

Minister for Racing Paul Toole visited Gosford Greyhounds today to
announce the project, the first under the $30 million, five-year program to
improve safety for dogs.

Coalition for the Protection of Greyhounds
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Map

QLD
Industry Amount $

Reason

Sources

Additional comments

Note:
1. The Map column indicates whether the item is displayed on the CPG online funding map or was used as background in the preparation of the map.
2. The Industry column indicates which racing industry received the government funding: Greyhound (G), Harness (H) or Thoroughbred (T).
3. The information in this spreadsheet was sourced from publicly available material and is correct to the best of our knowledge.
2022

Yes

G

2019-2021

Yes

GH

November 2018

Yes

G

2018-2019

Yes

GH

2018

Yes

GHT

2017/2018

Background

1 November 2018

Background

Coalition for the Protection of Greyhounds

40,000,000 The Queensland Government has announced a new $40 million complex will
be built at Yamanto near Ipswich in 2022.

4,000,000 pa In late 2018, the Government committed to funding $4 million per annum for
three years, supported by additional financial investment from RQ, to enable
$8 million per annum in prize money for the greyhound and harness codes in
order to support the racing industry’s viability and long-term sustainability".
1,750,000 The greyhound code received a $3.5 million prize money increase co-funded
by the Queensland Government and Racing Queensland.

https://www.
thegreyhoundrecorde
r.com.au/news/qldgovernmentannounce-new-40million-complex25230

https://www.
pressreader.
com/australia/thequeenslandtimes/20191018/281
573767465119

https://www.racingqueensland.com.
au/getmedia/05b26e13-33a6-492f-89ca7d66fcab0a1d/201819-Annual-Report.pdf.
aspx
https://www.racingqueensland.com.
au/news-and-guides/june-2019/rqwelcomes-10-5-million-funding-package

20,000,000 A one-off payment of $20 million for investment in greyhound and harness
racing, with $12 million applied to prize money and $8 million to
infrastructure

https://www.racingqueensland.com.
au/getmedia/05b26e13-33a6-492f-89ca7d66fcab0a1d/201819-Annual-Report.pdf.
aspx

17,800,000 Queensland Government writes off 50% of historical debt owed by Racing
Queensland

https://www.racingqueensland.com.
au/getattachment/Corporate/Notice-OfAnnual-General-Meeting/Notes-of-RQAnnual-Meeting-of-26-November-2019.pdf.
aspx?lang=en-AU

T

76,000,000 The Country Racing Program enables Racing Queensland to maintain nonTAB thoroughbred racing in Queensland and includes $17.6 million per year
for four years, which commenced in 2017–18. The funding comprises: $15
million per year to support prize money and 2.6 million per year for racing
club infrastructure repairs and maintenance and asset
replenishment/replacement.

https://www.dlgrma.qld.gov.
au/racing/initiatives/country-racingprogram.html

T

26,000,000 Responding to a threat of strike action, the Queensland Government
https://www.theguardian.
provided the Queensland thoroughbred industry with a $26 million funding
com/sport/2018/oct/26/queenslandboost. An alliance of trainers, jockeys, owners and breeders were planning to government-caves-in-to-racing-industry-onprotest the fact that the industry had not been allocated prizemoney
eve-of-strike
increases from returns generated by the newly introduced Point of
Consumption Tax.
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SA

Map

Amount $

Reason

Sources

Additional comments

Note:
1. The Map column indicates whether the item is displayed on the CPG online funding map or was used as background in the preparation of the map.
2. The Industry column indicates which racing industry received the government funding: Greyhound (G), Harness (H) or Thoroughbred (T).
3. The information in this spreadsheet was sourced from publicly available material and is correct to the best of our knowledge.
June 2019

Yes

GHT

24,000,000 The Marshall Government commits to a $24 million funding package for
South Australia's horse and greyhound racing organisations in June 2019.

https:
//matildaduncan.
net/stories/2020/mar
/2/two-more-deathsgreyhound-racingsouth-australia

https://www.
theracessa.com.
au/blog/2019/06/09/
2153/marshallgovernmentcommits-24-millionfor-racing-industrystimulus-package

June 2018

Yes

GHT

4,850,000 In June 2018, the Government granted a $4.85 million compensation
payment to the three South Australian codes of racing to offset the
detrimental impact on revenue arising from its introduction of a Point of
Consumption tax one year earlier. GRSA initially only received 5% of that
payment despite the fact that greyhound racing accounts for
approximately 23% of all wagering revenue generated from racing in
South Australia.

https://sa.thedogs.
com.
au/Uploads/GRSA_An
nualReport_2019_We
b.pdf Page 20.

https://www.
theracessa.com.
au/blog/2019/06/09/
2153/marshallgovernmentcommits-24-millionfor-racing-industrystimulus-package

https://www.
theracessa.com.
au/blog/2019/06/09/
2153/marshallgovernmentcommits-24-millionfor-racing-industrystimulus-package

https://www.
lexology.
com/library/detail.
aspx?g=6154582d7f5b-484c-9d17bc01fce2507c

Also:
- Government Funding - Racing Industry Fund 727,000
- Government Funding - POCT Compensation 745,000 Page 44.
from 2019/20

Yes

Coalition for the Protection of Greyhounds

GHT

4,000,000 pa In addition, the racing industry will receive annual payments equivalent to
1.5 per cent of net state wagering revenue received for the betting
operations tax (POCT) from 2019-20. This will provide the industry with
around $4 million a year, which is consistent with funding arrangements in
other states that have recently introduced the betting operations tax.
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Map

TAS
Industry Amount $

Reason

Sources

Additional comments

Note:
1. The Map column indicates whether the item is displayed on the CPG online funding map or was used as background in the preparation of the map.
2. The Industry column indicates which racing industry received the government funding: Greyhound (G), Harness (H) or Thoroughbred (T).
3. The information in this spreadsheet was sourced from publicly available material and is correct to the best of our knowledge.
2009-2029

Yes

GHT

27,000,000 Tasracing is funded by Tasmanian government appropriations worth $27
million a year over a 20-year period, indexed over the life of the deed.

https:
//tasracingcorporate.
com.
au/about/funding/

https://www.
parliament.tas.gov.
au/ctee/Council/Repo
rts/TASRACING%
20REPORT%20No9.
pdf

2019

Background

G

4,650,000 Total code allocations for the industry in 2018/19 reached $24.74 million,
an increase of $1.46 million compared to last year.
• Thoroughbreds grew $799,000 or 6.2 per cent to $13.59 million.
• Harness grew $383,000 or 6.2 per cent to $6.51 million.
• Greyhounds grew $273,000 or 6.2 per cent to $4.65 million.
Since the stakes reset in 2016, code funding has grown 6 per cent per
annum on average Page 6.

https://tasracingcorporate.com.au/wpcontent/uploads/2012/11/Tas-RacingAnnual-Report-2019.pdf

2018

Background

G

4,370,000 Tasracing is funded by government appropriations provided each year,
over a twenty year period from 1 July 2009 and subject to the conditions
of a funding deed.

https://tasracingcorporate.com.au/wpcontent/uploads/2012/11/Tas-RacingAnnual-Report-Nov-2018-v3-draft.pdf

The following amounts were allocated across the three codes:
• Thoroughbred - $12.76 million, an increase of $1.39 million
compared to the previous financial year.
• Harness - $6.13 million, an increase of $660,337.
• Greyhound - $4.37 million, an increase of $475,144.
Page 6
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Map

WA
Industry

Amount $

Reason

Sources

Additional comments

Note:
1. The Map column indicates whether the item is displayed on the CPG online funding map or was used as background in the preparation of the map.
2. The Industry column indicates which racing industry received the government funding: Greyhound (G), Harness (H) or Thoroughbred (T).
3. The information in this spreadsheet was sourced from publicly available material and is correct to the best of our knowledge.
FY2018/2019

Yes

G

19,825,886 19,367,000 in distributions and 458,886 in
grants

https://www.rwwa.
com.au/wpcontent/uploads/201
9/11/Annual-report2019_vFA_lowres_sp
read.pdf

FY2017/2018

Yes

G

19,122,572 18,146,000 in distributions and 976,572 in
grants

https://www.rwwa.com.au/wpcontent/uploads/2019/11/Annual-report2019_vFA_lowres_spread.pdf

2020

Background

Coalition for the Protection of Greyhounds

GHT

Racing and Wagering Western Australia will
increase funding for the WA racing industry by
more than $10 million in 2020. $2.3 million of
this will be directed to the greyhound racing
industry.

https://www.
racingandsports.
com/news/racing/ne
ws/2019-0611/rwwa-increasesfunding-for-waracing/486623

Version 1.5, August 2020

https:
//coalitionprotectgrey
hounds.wordpress.
com/2017/03/02/wha
t-is-the-impact-ofgreyhound-racing-onthe-community-ofwestern-australia/

The WA racing industry is funded via profits made
by the Government-owned WA TAB together with
income generated via the race bets levy paid by
national wagering operators and proceeds from the
point of consumption wagering tax.

The State’s racing industry is funded via the profits
made by the Western Australia TAB together with
income generated via the Western Australia race
bets levy paid by national wagering operators and
part proceeds from the point of consumption
wagering tax.

https://www.rwwa.
com.au/blog/10mindustry-fundingannouncement-setsthe-platform-torevitalise-the-waracing-industry/
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Map

NT
Industry

Amount $

Reason

Sources

Additional comments

Note:
1. The Map column indicates whether the item is displayed on the CPG online funding map or was used as background in the preparation of the map.
2. The Industry column indicates which racing industry received the government funding: Greyhound (G), Harness (H) or Thoroughbred (T).
3. The information in this spreadsheet was sourced from publicly available material and is correct to the best of our knowledge.
TBC

Yes

Coalition for the Protection of Greyhounds

G

200,000+

Ongoing funding of Darwin Greyhound Association
https://www.abc.net.
au/news/2020-0620/darwingreyhoundassoicationinvestigation-ntracingcommission/1237672
0
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https://www.abc.net.
au/news/2019-0202/darwin-turf-clubmulti-millionguarantee-nicolemanison/10763550

The NT Racing Commission has launched an
investigation into the Darwin Greyhound Association
following a series of allegations made by current
and former members and trainers.
The association, which receives hundreds of
thousands of dollars a year from the NT
Government, operates the NT's only registered
greyhound track at Winnellie, where weekly races
are broadcast live on Sky Racing.
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